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Beaded curtains
Broken hooves
Blinking lights
Boneless dog fur
*

Like all gamblers, they took the credit for  
their wins but not the responsibility for their  
losses (it was the jockey, the weather, the 
stupid bloody horse). Seeing the same  
men – almost all of them were+ men – come 
back time and again, the winners and the 
losers, interchangeable and predictable, was 
cumulatively dispiriting: the timeless dance 
 of the self-deceived 1

*
[…] as a symptom of the contemporary condition 
(or perhaps, gambling is the contemporary con- 
dition); a state of mind, a prominent gesture, prac-
tice and ideology in both contemporary politics 
and art. A manifestation of delusion, grandeur and 
the belief of fantasy materialising. Why do times  
of uncertainty call for irrational behaviour. Why 
is every other shop in our street for betting, why 
52% of this country prefered to jump into the  
unknown rather than stay in the union, why we 
trust our future to [...]
*
Octopuses have three hearts, blue blood and can 
change the colour and texture of their skin. The 
length of the aquarium should be around four 
times the arm span of the animal, efficient bio-
logical filtration is essential, and the media should 
be cleaned or replaced frequently (aim for zero 
ammonia and nitrite.) Replicating a heterogeneous 
rocky habitat is essential if the animal is to display 
well. Keep the lighting low. The quality of salt  
water is crucial. Feed daily with crustaceans. Pro-
vide entertainment and mental simulation. Do  
not keep more than one in the tank due to canni-
balistic tendencies. A tight-fitting lid is an
absolute must. 
*
Do the Arts Make You Happy?

hedonic consumption / ‘arts fatigue’
*

      

NEVER
      
 EVEN WHEN CAST INTO ETERNAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES
     
  FROM THE DEPTHS OF 
 A SHIPWRECK 2
*
In 1906 the English polymath, eugenics pioneer 
(and Charles Darwin’s cousin) Francis Galton, 
visited a country fair where an ox was displayed. 
Villagers were invited to bet on the weight of  
the animal after it was slaughtered and dressed. 
Each bet cost six pence, and prizes were offered 
for the nearest. The almost 800 participants 
included experienced farmers and butchers but 
none came close. Their average however, 1197 
pounds, was spot on. 

In 2003, the United States' Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA) tried to  
set up the Policy Analysis Market (PAM), a betting 
market to trade on US defence issues. The idea 
was that the moment the share price of, say,  
an al-Qaeda attack, began to climb, security could 
be stepped up. Dubbed by some ‘a federal betting 
parlor on atrocities and terrorism,’ PAM was  
quickly dismissed by the government. 3
On 25 April 2018, the odds with Paddy Power on 
Trump’s impeachment in 2018 are 4/1. 
*

I move fast and often. If a machine is cold I 
usually leave after about 10 spins. If I do win 
I usually put a little back in to see if lightning 
strikes twice. It sometimes does.4

*
Many thanks for taking the time to apply for ▊▊▉ 
▊▊▉  ▊▊▉  ▊▊▉▊▊▉▊▊▉▊▊ in 2018. We have now looked at 
all the applications and are sorry to tell you that 
we are not able to offer you ▊  ▊▊▉▊▊▉▊▊▉ on this 
occasion. 
It was very difficult to come to a final decision 
on who to take forward. Applications came from 
artists who know us well, through to those who 
had been in touch with us for the first time. When 
making the final selection we were looking to 
enable as many ▊▊▉▊▊▉▊▊▉▊▊▉ as possible, within 
budget and space constraints, and also to enable 
a wide range of artists and artistic practices. 
We are sorry not to be able to make an offer to 
everyone who applied and we would like to thank 
you again for your interest. 
*

Manual workers spent over twice the  
weekly amount on the Lottery compared 
to nonmanual workers. 5

Every time you play, the UK wins 6
*
In the supersized casino day and night do not  
exist, the plastic chips circulate between felt 
surfaces and under carpeted halls. A butterfly 
flutters, papers spew out of the press, bricks are 
driven up a hill to assemble a structure of conflict. 
The croupier goes through her motions with  
empty hands, sirens gather to dance in circles, 
their feathered heads sparkling. 
*
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*
Begin.
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